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PUBLIC ANGER MOUNTS—SENATE 
REJECTION OF CLARK DEMANDED 


The spectacle of the American gov- 
ernment again seeking to bend the 
knee before the “infallible” ruler of 
the Roman Catholic Church (see 
photo) has stirred up a storm of in- 
dignation among citizens in every 
corner of the land, and the soundness 
of POAU’s warnings on this subject 
has been borne out by the latest 
dramatic event. (In a special flier 
issued early last summer, POAU 
asked, “WHO WILL BE THE 


NEXT TO KNEEL?”) 


No sooner had the shocking an- 
nouncement of the Clark appoint- 
ment been made at the White House, 
than Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer was issuing POAU’s analysis 
to leading newspapers and wire serv- 
ices. “The President’s timing of the 
announcement to come just before 
adjournment of the Senate,” Archer 
noted, “proves that he wishes to re- 
sume diplomatic ties with the Vatican 
without the advice and consent of the 
Senate, for General Clark’s appoint- 
ment will now take effect during the 
recess... .” Several days after this 
comment, the White House reluc- 
tantly announced that an 1870 law 
prevented it from appointing Gen. 
Clark without a Congressional waiver 
—for active military men are barred 
from civilian posts by the law. But 
for this snag in President Truman’s 
plans, there can be little doubt that 
Gen. Clark would have been given 
a recess appointment in order to es- 
tablish the ambassadorial relation- 
ship before the voters and their Sen- 
ators could say a word. Indeed, the 


newspaper J] Messagero of Rome ob- 
served: 


“The time for the appointment was 





President Truman has moved to re- 
place the kneeling figure of Myron C. 
Taylor (above) with that of General 
Mark W. Clark. 

obviously carefully chosen so that ar- 

gument over it may have time to de- 

velop and die out while Congress is 
not in session. By January, when 

Congress meets again, it will be pos- 

sible to discuss the appointment 

calmly. 

“Meanwhile, Mr. Truman will be 
able to send Gen. Clark as ambassa- 
dor interim, and the Senate will find 
that the object of its debate was an 
accomplished fact.” 


“National Emergency” 


As the hours passed following the 
White House “bombshell,” a chorus 
of condemnation poured in from all 
parts of the nation, with innumerable 
ministers and laymen signifying that 
they interpreted the action as did 
POAU, as “an effort to revolutionize 
the American form of government by 
abrogating its most fundamental prin- 
ciple—the separation of church and 


state.” A small sampling of the com- 
ment is given below: 

President Truman’s own pastor, 
Dr. Edward Hughes Pruden, called 
upon all believers in American guar- 
antees of religious freedom to oppose 
the appointment with al! honorable 
means at their disposal. Bishop 
Henry Knox Sherrill, president of the 
National Council of Churches, de- 
clared that “the overwhelming ma- 
jority” of churches in the Council 
were unalterably opposed to the 
move, and called for the withdrawal 
of the nomination or its defeat in 
the Senate. Paul Blanshard, author 
of Communism, Democracy and 
Catholic Power, said: ““The Vatican 
cannot have it both ways; it is either 
a church or a state. If it is a state, 
it must assume the responsibilities of 
a state and register its leaders as for- 
eign agents.” [Blanshard is now 
touring the country making a series 
of addresses to POAU-sponsored 
mass meetings protesting the appoint- 
ment. Other prominent POAU lead- 
ers are also making addresses on the 
subject.—Editor’s note.| G. Brom- 
ley Oxnam, Methodist Bishop of New 
York and POAU vice-president, 
called the Truman decision “unwise. 
unnecessary, and un-American.” Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, upon being in- 
stalled as stated clerk of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, observed that he 
would be as “loath to accept the au- 
thority of Rome as that of Moscow.” 
Dr. J. M. Dawson, executive director 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs and POAU recording 
secretary, referred to the President’s 
maneuver as a possible “bid for hold- 

(Continued on page 7) 











POAU’S NEW YORK CHAPTER 
HITS CLERICAL BAN ON FILM 


Calling for the dismissal of New York City’s License Commissioner 
Edward T. McCaffrey and his replacement by “an individual not subservient 
to any hierarchy,” the Metropolitan Committee for Religious Liberty, a 
POAU chapter, unanimously adopted a resolution at a recent meeting 
demanding that Mayor Vincent Impellitteri act to prevent the abuse of 


municipal power to serve clerical 
groups. The meeting, attended by 
over 400 persons, was held in Christ 
Methodist Church. Committee 
Chairman Herman Seid presided over 
the meeting, which was addressed 
by The Rev. George A. Crapullo, 
W atchman-Examiner Editor John W. 
Bradbury, and The Rev. Karl M. 
Chworowsky. 

Last year, Commissioner McCaffrey 
abused the power of his office to force 
the closing of the Italian film, “The 
Miracle,” at a leading New York 
theater because Francis Cardinal 
Spellman deemed the picture ‘“‘sacri- 
legious.” Supreme Court Justice 
Steuer later held that the License 
Commissioner had no power to censor 
films. Nevertheless, Cardinal Spell- 
man’s campaign for suppression suc- 
ceeded when the State Board of Re- 
gents overturned a subordinate body’s 
approval of the film and revoked the 
license for its showing. This action 
was taken despite the vigorous pro- 
test of leading Protestant ministers, 
liberal Catholic laymen, the American 
Civil Liberties Union, and other be- 
lievers in freedom. (Church and 
State Newsletter, January and Febru- 
ary, 1951.) 


Court Fight Pressed 


On the same day that the Metro- 
politan Committee adopted its reso- 
lution calling for the License Com- 
missioner’s dismissal, the Court of 
Appeals at Albany upheld the Board 
of Regents’ ban on the picture. The 
vote was 5 to 2. Judge Stanley H. 
Fuld, with the concurrence of Judge 
Marvin R. Dye, emphatically dis- 
sented, saying: “. . . the film in 
question makes no direct attack on, 
or criticism of, any religious dogma or 
principle, and it is not claimed to be 
obscene, scurrilous, intemperate, or 
abusive. Nor is there any evidence 
of any malicious purpose or intention 
on the part of the producers of the 
film to revile or even attack Catholic 
doctrine or dogma, nor any suggestion 
of any reasonable likelihood of a 
breach of the peace resulting from 
the film’s exhibition.” Film distribu- 
tor Joseph Burstyn announced after 
the decision that he would appeal the 
ban to the United States Supreme 
Court. 
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New York Chairman 
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Herman Seid 


Roman Catholic censorship is suc- 
cessfully exerted, of course, in the 
production as well as the distribution 
and showing of motion pictures in 
this country—as was evidenced in an 
article by Director Elia Kazan in the 
theater section of The New York 
Times for Sunday, October 21, under 
the title, ‘Pressure Problem.” In 
this article, Kazan reveals how the 
(Roman Catholic) Legion of Decency 
forced Warner Brothers to cancel 
bookings of “A Streetcar Named 
Desire” until certain cuts, dictated by 
the Legion, could be made. Kazan 
also notes that the “producers have 
implored me to keep silent” about 
the incident, but adds: “I feel the 
public should hear this kind of story 
and make its own conclusions.” 





Jean Paul Sartre, French writer 
and leader of the “Existentialist’”’ 
school of philosophy, is the author of 
a story (Les Mains Sales) whose 
movie version has been picketed by 
Communists at the same time that 
a Sartre play (God and the Devil) 
was being picketed by Roman Catho- 
lics. 





‘Times’ Did Better 
In Later Edition 


The editors of the Church and 
State Newsletter, like other readers 
of the “City Edition” of The New 
York Times for September 6, 195} 
found no mention of the subject of 
birth control in the Times’ front- 
page story on Dr. James Bryant 
Conant’s address before the American 
Chemical Society—although persons 
who had heard Dr. Conant’s address 
or read the United Press account 
knew that he had discussed planned 
parenthood as well as other subjects, 
This serious omission on the part of 
the Times was the basis for the 
Church and State Newsletter story 
(October, 1951) criticizing that great 
newspaper. 

It has since come to our attention 
that the “Late City Edition” of the 
Times on the day in question did 
carry a few obscure lines towards 
the end of the story alluding to that 
part of Dr. Conant’s address which 
was ignored in the “City Edition.” 
It seems that the “Late City Edition” 
of The New York Times of Septem- 
ber 6, 1951, came closer to printing 
“All the News That’s Fit to Print” 
than did the “City Edition.”—The 
Editors. 





“Freedom is the right to one’s soul: 
the right of each man to approach 
God in his own way and by his own 
means. It is a man’s right to possess 
his mind and conscience for himself. 
To those who put their trust in free- 
dom, the State can have no sover- 
eignty over the mind and soul—must 
be the servant of man’s reason, not 
the master.”—From “Declaration of 
Freedom,” read by Archibald Mac- 
Leish at tenth anniversary luncheon 
of Freedom House, New York City. 
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[NEWS From Far and Near | 


@ Religious News Service reports that Ed Grant, a divinity 
student from Asbury College, Kentucky, has been “preaching to 
district high school groups” in Youngstown, Ohio. In response to 
an inquiry from the “Church and State Newsletter,” Youngstown 
Schools Superintendent P. C. Bunn has replied that it has “long 
heen the policy of the Youngstown Public Schools to permit repre- 
sentatives of the various religious faiths to address our school 
assemblies with the understanding that the speaker shall not 
preach any particular doctrine, creed, or dogma, nor say anything 
that would offend the followers of any religious group.” This 
creates something of a mystery, for Grant is described as “preach- 
ing” in the National Council of Churches’ 15-month national 
evangelistic campaign. Is it possible to do this without preaching 
any particular doctrine, creed, or dogma? 

@ Publicly financed bus transportation for parochial school pupils was 
recently barred in Texas and upheld in Kentucky. Texas Attorney General 
Price Daniels held the practice unconstitutional, but Kentucky Attorney 
General A. E. Funk and Assistant Attorney Gerieral W. Owen Keller held 
that the Fiscal Court of Washington County might authorize free service to 
the parochial schools even though the public school system as such may not 
do so. 

@ Six clergymen of various faiths were called to the stand 
recently to testify in a Waterloo, Iowa, lawsuit over the terms of 
a will which left a $70,000 estate “to persons who believe in the 
fundamental principles of Christianity.” The potential heirs con- 
tend that there is no common agreement among Christian sects to 
provide a basis for interpreting the will. 

@ The Santa Cruz, California, board of education recently denied a 
request by the Ministerial Fellowship that a religious census be taken 
among public school children to aid the Fellowship in conducting a church 
membership campaign. The board decided that it would be improper for 
a public agency to comply with the request. (RNS) 


@ A new “dissenter law” liberalizing some of the reactionary 
regulations imposed on Sweden by the alliance between church and 
state was adopted by the Swedish State Lutheran Church at its 
1951 convention. Under the “dissenter law,” citizens will be per- 
mitted to leave the Established Church without necessarily joining 
another “recognized” sect, and non-Lutheran religious bodies may 
establish convents and monasteries. But the Establishment remains. 


@ Fifteen hundred parochial school teachers were recently told by Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Frances B. Keough of Baltimore to remember that 
they are “religious teachers first, before you are school teachers.” If this 
be true, can any of them qualify for public school positions? (See picture 
on page 4.) 

@ Arguments against released time presented by the Pittsfield 
(Mass.) Council of Churches recently led the School Committee to 
table a motion for instituting the system in the local public schools. 
(See earlier story in “Church and State Newsletter,” October, 
1951.) Unlike the Pittsfield clergymen, however, The Rev. James A. 
Pike, Columbia University chaplain, has written approvingly of 
open defiance of the Supreme Court’s McCollum decision in Virginia 
and parts of New York State (article in “The Southern Church- 
man,” September 9, 1951). In Pike’s view, apparently, law-break- 
ing by ministers has divine sanction. 

 Sectarian leaders who attack the public schools as “Godless” and “secu- 
laristic” and seek to divert tax funds for aid to their own groups were 
characterized as enemies of democracy by Leo Pfeffer, associate general 
counsel of the American Jewish Congress, at a workshop in church-state 
relations held recently in New York City. Pfeffer observed that federal aid 
to education has been blocked repeatedly during the last fifteen years 
“because it did not provide funds for parochial schools, either directly or 
indirectly.” He also warned against schemes for introducing into American 


(Continued on page 7) 
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POAU Committee to Study 
‘Released Time’ Dispute 


A special committee to study and 
make recommendations concerning 
the entire question of “released time”’ 
for religious education was appointed 
recently at the semi-annual meeting 
of POAU’s executive committee, held 
at the national headquarters building 
in Washington. The committee’s re- 
port will be submitted to the National 
Advisory Council at the Fourth Na- 
tional Conference on Church and 
State, to be held in Washington April 
23-24, 1952, with Dr. John A. Mac- 
kay, president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, as the principal 
speaker. 

Members of the “released time” 
study committee are Dr. Charl Or- 
mond Williams, past-president and 
life member of the National Educa- 
tion Association; Dr. Frank H. Yost, 
executive secretary of the Religious 
Liberty Association; and the Rev. C. 
Stanley Lowell, pastor of the Wesley 
Methodist Church, Washington. 


Hospital Resolution 


In another action, the executive 
committee unanimously adopted a 
resolution offered by Dr. Charles 
Clayton Morrison, founder of The 
Christian Century, concerning gov- 
ernment aid to church hospitals. It 
follows: 

“WHEREAS, church hospitals are 
the agents of the churches which es- 
tablish and operate them, and inevi- 
tably and intentionally promote the 
faith of said churches, 

“And WHEREAS, _ government 
grants of tax funds to church institu- 
tions involve an interlocking of gov- 
ernment and churches in a manner 
which the U. S. Supreme Court has 
condemned in the McCollum case as 
a commingling of church and state, 

“THEREFORE, be it resolved that 
POAU is opposed to any allocation 
of government funds to church hos- 
pitals and medical colleges.” 

After hearing reports from the Ex- 
ecutive Director and members of the 
staff, POAU President Edwin Mc- 
Neill Poteat expressed his “gratifica- 
tion and amazement” at what he 
called POAU’s remarkable progress 
in three years of existence. 





“|. , the state is jeopardized today 
... by refusal to bear one’s share of 
the support our country requires 
financially, morally, and emotion- 
ally.”’—Msgr. Maurice S. Sheehy, in 
his book, Head Over Heels. Does 
this apply to Catholics who object to 
paying taxes for the public schools? 
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WISCONSIN CASE SHIFTED—JUDGE 





WHITE ACCUSED OF ‘PREJUDICE’ 


The garbed nun shown above is one of five teaching nuns who are conducting “public” 
school classes in a Roman Catholic parochial school building at Lima, Wisc. 


A change of venue has been granted in the trial of Pepin County resident 
William C. Fox in the Wisconsin schools case, following a charge by the 
defendant that he had “good reason to believe” a fair trial was impossible 


before Judge Kenneth S. White. 


indictment for having refused to send 
his two young sons to the nun-taught 
“public” school at Lima. (Church 
and State Newsletter, April, July, 
September and October, 1951.) 

As the Milwaukee Lutheran noted 
recently, Kenneth S. White was a 
member of a group in the State Senate 
which called in 1936 on the schools 
superintendent to secure approval of 
a “public” school classification for 
the Lima parochial school. In 1951, 
the same Kenneth S. White, sitting as 
Pepin County circuit court judge, 
ruled against Fox and other tax- 
payers who had sought court annul- 
ment of the merger between the 
Averill and Lima school districts. 
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The new trial will be held in Eau Claire 
County circuit court, probably after the first of the year. 


Fox is under 





HOSPITAL BILL CALLED 
BACK, PUSHED THROUGH 


By a vote of 37 to 25—with 34 
Senators not voting—the Senate re- 
cently passed the District of Colum- 
bia hospital grants bill, H. R. 2094, 
which would allocate approximately 
$13,000,000 to private hospitals, in- 
cluding sectarian ones. POAU Ex- 
ecutive Director Glenn L. Archer im- 
mediately sent a telegram to Presi- 
dent Truman at the White House 
urging that he veto the bill in the in- 
terest of religious liberty. Several 





MINNEAPOLIS STAR AND TRIBUNE PHOTO 





te 


‘Custodians of Truth’ 
Lead Way to Disaster 


“. .. If a given church claims 
to be the sole custodian of the 
Truth, by virtue of faith and 
revelation, how is its claim to 
be vindicated or refuted? B 
a clash of authorities, a sheer 
power struggle, such as we wit- 
ness in our time between Ca- 
tholicism and communism? ff 
a Hitler claims he ‘knows’ that 
the German people, and they 
alone, are fit to be the master 
race of humanity, by virtue of 
his intuitions, can the claim 
be settled only by the destruc- 
tion of thirty million lives? If 
a Cominform claims that it 
alone can lead the way to ‘the 
people’s democracy’ because it 
is the keeper of the Marxist 
gospel propounded by Lenin 
and edited by Stalin, can the 
claim be answered only by the 
atom bomb? No, . . . the 
methods of tenacity, of author- 
ity, of intuition are not the } 
methods of knowledge of a 
genuinely educated and civi- 
lized people. . .’—Jerome 
Nathanson in John Dewey: The 
Reconstruction of the Demo- 
cratic Life, New York, Scrib- 
ner’s, 1951, 127 pp. + ix, $2.00. 











hours of debate had preceded the 
passage of the measure, with Sen. 
Olin D. Johnston (D., S. C.) leading 
the opposition, and Sen. John O. Pas- 
tore (D., R. I.) spearheading admin- 
istration forces seeking to push the 
bill through. During the argument, 
Sen. Johnston read into the record 
POAU’s statement before the District 
of Columbia subcommittee which had 
first considered the bill. The Senator 
declared that he agreed wholeheart- 
edly with Archer’s view that the “hos- 
pital needs of the District of Colum- 
bia deserve to be met, but they 
should be met in a manner which is 
consistent with the spirit of our 
laws and the whole needs of our 
people. . . .” 

Sen. Robert S. Kerr (D., Okla.) 
also opposed the bill. Objections had 
been raised to the measure when It 
appeared twice on the Senate calen- 
dar, but Senate Majority Leader Er- 
nest W. MacFarland (D., Ariz) 
called it up anyway. 

POAU is now consulting legal 
counsel on possible court action. 
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poPE AGAIN FORBIDS DOCTORS TO SAVE 
MOTHERS’ LIVES IN CHILDBIRTH CASES 


In a recent address to the Catholic Union of Obstetricians, Pope Pius XII 


reit 


erated the Canon Law doctrine that “every human being, even a child 


in the mother’s womb,” has a God-given right to life which must never be 


interfered with under any circumstances. 


The Pope’s pronouncement— 


like many others which have come from the Church on previous occasions 


_went into clinical detail, and made 
it abundantly clear that Canon 2350 
as applied in practice means that 
Catholic doctors must allow mothers 
to die in childbirth rather than apply 
the legally approved medical pro- 
cedures which could save them in 
many cases. The shocking implica- 
tions of this doctrine propounded by 
, celibate priesthood were first 
brought home to the American public 
two years ago by Paul Blanshard in 
his best-selling book, American Free- 
dom and Catholic Power. In view of 
the Pope’s latest statement of the 
doctrine, some of Blanshard’s evi- 
dence bears repeating here: 

« | Father Patrick A. Finney 
_, , states the doctrine in all its 
naked brutality in his Moral Prob- 
lems in Hospital Practice, reprinted 
by Herder in 1947 under the Impri- 
matur of the Archbishop of St. Louis. 
He states the doctrine in terms of a 
question and an answer: 

“Tf it is morally certain that a 
pregnant mother and her unborn 
child will both die, if the pregnancy 
is allowed to take its course, but at 
the same time, the attending physi- 
cian is morally certain that he can 
save the mother’s life by removing 
the inviable fetus, is it lawful for him 
to do so? 

“‘Answer. No, it is not. Such 
aremoval of the fetus would be direct 
abortion.’ 

“It should be noted that under this 
statement of the complete doctrine, 
both mother and child must be 
allowed to die rather than allow a 
life-saving abortion that is contrary 
to the code of the priests. There is 
no choice here between one life and 
another; it is a choice between two 
deaths and one. The priests choose 
the two deaths, presumably in order 
to save the souls of both mother and 
child from a sin that would send the 
mother’s soul to hell and the child’s 
to the twilight hereafter known as 
limbo. . . .” (Blanshard, pp. 112- 
113.) 


Court Decision 
Blanshard also cites (p. 115) a 
decision of the highest court of Maine 
upholding the view that doctors are 
legally authorized and morally 
obliged to practice therapeutic abor- 
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tion where it is necessary to save a 
mother’s life. The court said: “It 
is well known that occasion arises 
where, in the exercise of proper sur- 
gical advice and care, it becomes 
necessary, in order to save the 
mother’s life, to remove the unborn 
fetus. To such highly honorable 
and proper acts, in accord with the 
highest ethics of the medical profes- 
sion, the dictates of humanity, and 
all legal precepts, the statute [con- 
cerning criminal abortion] has, and 
can have, no application.” This 
view, as Blanshard points out, has 
been legally upheld all over the 
United States and is concurred in 
by most American parents. 


Stephens Dismissal 


Readers of the Church and State 
Newsletter may remember, too, a 
story in the December, 1950, issue 
which gave a practical example of 
the Roman hierarchy’s brutal doc- 
trine in action— the dismissal of Dr. 
John M. Stephens from the staff of 
a Catholic hospital in Brownsville, 
Texas, because he had attempted to 
aid a Catholic mother according to 
the wishes of herself and her hus- 
band. The headline over that story 
was “BROWNSVILLE ‘MERCY 
HOSPITAL’ SHOWS NO ‘MERCY’ 
TO MOTHERS.” That sentiment 
is appropriate to the present occasion, 
too, for Pope Pius XII, “infallible”’ 
though he may be in matters of faith 
and morals, shows no mercy to 
mothers. The question might also be 
raised, in this connection, whether 
the American people are willing to 
let Catholic hospitals continue to re- 
ceive millions of dollars in public tax 
funds. 





“ .. 1 have studied all the mixed 
marriages to be found in 132 parishes 
distributed throughout the East and 
Middle West. There were 29,581 
mixed marriages, of which 11,710, or 
39.6 per cent, were not sanctioned by 
Catholic nuptials. . . .”—From arti- 
cle by The Rev. John L. Thomas, 
S. J., in The American Sociological 
Review. 





Calls for Burning 
Of Blanshard Book 


In the presence of Cardinal 
Spellman, at a ceremony of 
dedication for a Roman Catho- 
i lic school in the Bronx, New 
York, on October 14, Mon- 
signor Thomas J. McMahon, 
president of the Catholic Pon- 
tifical Mission for Palestine, ad- 
vocated the burning of Paul 
Blanshard’s latest book, Com- 
munism, Democracy and Catho- 
lic Power. As reported in the 
October 20 Catholic News, the 
newspaper of Cardinal Spell- 
man’s archdiocese, Monsignor 
McMahon, in attacking the 
Blanshard book, said that “not 
Catholics but every righteous- 
minded American citizen should 
participate in a book burning.” 











Archer on Television 


POAU Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer will appear on the De- 
cember 11 (Tuesday evening) ses- 
sion of the television program, “On 
Trial,” to discuss the meaning of 
President Truman’s nomination of 
General Mark W. Clark as U. S. 
ambassador to the Vatican. 





Old Forgery 


Resuscitated 


As an organization which has re- 
peatedly expressed its admiration for 
“Christian Spain,” the Knights of 
Columbus can be justly criticized on 
various counts—but all persons of 
good will should beware of a forged 
document which is being distributed 
in some communities as the “Knights 
of Columbus Oath.” According to 
the spurious “Oath,” members of 


the Knights of Columbus must 
“hang, burn, waste, boil, flay, 
strangle, and bury alive . . . infa- 


mous heretics, Protestants, and Ma- 
sons.” Although a Congressional 
committee called the document “fake 
and libelous and spurious” back in 
1913, a cowboy evangelist named 
Harvey Springer has reprinted it for 
widespread distribution, and already 
an Oklahoma minister has had to 
plead guilty in a libel action brought 
against him by the Knights for hav- 
ing read the Springer reprint from 
his pulpit. 








MAGAZINES STUDY SCHOOLS’ 
ENEMIES, SUGGEST ACTION 


What happens to the American public school system when totalitarian 
forces, wrapped in the American flag and brandishing the symbols of Chris- 


tianity, launch an organized assault upon it? 


Part of the answer to this 


question can be obtained from the pages of McCall’s and The Nation, maga- 
zines which have shown a laudable concern for the welfare of the democratic 


way of life and the democratic edu- 
cational program upon which it is 
founded. 

Arthur D. Morse, writing in the 
September McCall’s, begins by not- 
ing: “Public education in America is 
under the heaviest attack in its his- 
tory. This attack is not aimed at 
the improvement of free education. 
It is aimed at its destruction. So 
far it has struck at school systems 
from Port Washington, New York, to 
Pasadena, California.” Allen A. 
Zoll, executive vice-president of the 
National Council for American Edu- 
cation and a sparkplug of the anti- 
public school movement, consented to 
be interviewed by Morse with the 
gracious words, “If yeu smear me 
I'll cut your throat.” The opinions 
expressed by Zoll during this inter- 
view were remarkable enough, but 
the background of this “authority” 
on American education is even more 
remarkable. As brought out by 
Morse, Zoll was the founder of 
American Patriots, Inc. (now de- 
funct), which was listed by the At- 
torney General as a Fascist organi- 
zation, and he has been associated 
with such “patriots” as accused sedi- 
tionist Elizabeth Dilling, unregistered 
Franco agent John Eoghan Kelly, 
“Christian Front” leader Joe Mc- 
Williams, anti-Semite Gerald L. K. 
Smith, and Father Charles Coughlin 
of “Social Justice” fame. Zoll, who 
flaunts a “Ph.D.” after his signature, 
obtained it from Temple Hall College 
and Seminary (now defunct), a di- 
ploma mill operated by an ex-convict 
named D. Scott Swain. 


“Nation” Series 


For its part, The Nation is running 
a series of articles on “education in a 
time of turmoil,” under the editorship 
of Theodore Brameld, professor of 
educational philosophy at New York 
University. The first appeared in the 
October 27 issue, and was by Morris 
Mitchell, director of the Putney (Vt.) 
Graduate School of Teacher Educa- 
tion. Mitchell observes: 

“Dogma peddlers raise cries of 
‘godlessness.’ They censor texts, 
library books, and movies. They at- 
tack ‘progressive education.’ They op- 
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pose pragmatism because pragmatism 
opposes dogmatism. They fight such 
protagonists of the Yankee way of 
thinking as John Dewey and William 
Heard Kilpatrick. They have their 
own front organizations and consort 
with other reactionaries. Whether 
they are church dogmatists (Protes- 
tant, Catholic, Jewish) or political 
dogmatists (Communists, fascists, or 
N. A. M. monopoly capitalists), they 
are the enemy, for children should 
study freely about all major creeds 
and have none imposed on them 
through propaganda methods.” 


Mitchell suggests that the ordinary 
citizen can help defend the school 
system by acquainting himself with 
all the issues and groups in the con- 
troversy, making his own views felt, 
and supporting such organizations as 
the National Education Association, 
the American Federation of Teachers, 
the American Education Fellowship, 
the National School Boards Associa- 
tion, the Rural Editorial Service, the 
National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, the Association for Child- 
hood Education, and the Public Edu- 
cation Association. 





Commanders May Provide 
Parochial Bus Service 


A bill for federal school aid in 
critical defense areas has passed Con- 
gress with a provision permitting 
commanders of certain military posts 
to provide school transportation for 
all children on the post whether they 
attend public schools or not. 


The bill, H. R. 5411, was intro- 
duced under the sponsorship of House 
Education Committee Chairman Gra- 
ham A. Barden (D., N. C.), passed 
by the House, amended in the Senate, 
and then called up again in the 
House under suspension of the rules, 
with the controversial amendment 
being approved in the last minutes 
before adjournment. The bill was 
then sent to the White House for 
signature. 





a 
Peron and the Church 


“The Catholic religion is in a Pre- 
ferred position in Argentina. Accord. 
ing to the 1950 edition of the “World 
Almanac,’ page 173, ‘The 
Catholic religion is supported by the 
state,’ and the president ‘must be , 
Roman Catholic.’ That the Church 
approves the present government ap- 
pears evident from the award 
Pope Pius XI! to President Peron of 
the Great Cross of the Order of Piys 
IX. And as to the efforts of the 
Catholic clergy in helping to put 
Peron in office, ‘Time’ magazine of 
March 24, 1947, reported that ‘some 
500 priests stumped’ the back coun. 
try for Peron, and an Argentinian 
cardinal ‘issued a Peron-slanted pas. 
toral letter.’”—“The Roman Catholic 
Church and Democracy: The Teach- 
ings of Pope Leo XIII,” by Harold R. 
Rafton, Beacon Press Series, Boston, 
1951, 35 cents. 











OP Pe 


POAU SURVEY 


All POAU members who are 
parents of children attending 
the public schools, or teachers in 
them, can aid the national office 
in making a much-needed survey 
of the treatment of religion in 
public school curricula in various 
localities. Contrary to a false 
charge which is constantly re- 
peated by enemies of free public 
education, the mention of re- 
ligion is not banned from the 
public schools. History courses 
and textbooks, for instance, deal 
with religious forces in history 
as well as with political and eco- 
nomic forces, church art and 
music are included in the con- 
tent of courses in the arts, and 
the Bible is read as literature in 
some English courses. POAU 
headquarters would like evidence 
from parents as to the manner 
and extent to which teaching 
about religion is undertaken. 


The most direct and concrete 
form of evidence available for 
this purpose is to be found in the 
required textbooks used in the 
public schools. Pertinent quota- 
tions from them will be wel- 
comed by POAU, provided the 
exact titles, authors’ names, pub- 
lishers’ names, dates of publi- 
cation, and page references are 
furnished. Evidence on the 
manner of teaching these ma- 


terials will also be welcome, al- 
though, of course, the app 

of teaching methods and policies 
requires great care. 
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CATHOLIC INTERNATIONAL HAS MEN 
IN KEY EUROPEAN STATE POSTS 


The Roman Catholic political international, Nouvelles Equipes Interna- 
jionales, held another European convention September 14-16 at Bad Ems, 
Germany, with representation from the Catholic political parties of West 
Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, Austria, Switzerland, and the Nether- 
lands, according to an article by Leonard J. Schweitzer in the Jesuit weekly, 
America. Catholic leaders congrat- 
ylated themselves that they hold the 

ierships in the governments of 
Italy, Belgium, West Germany, and 
Luxembourg, and important posi- 
tions in the coalition cabinets of 
France, Switzerland, and the Neth- 
erlands. Ste 

Certain other Catholic-interna- 
tinal leaders, however, were con- 
spicuous by their absence from the 
convention. There were no dele- 
gates from the ruling Catholic-fas- 
cist parties of Spain and Portugal, 





because the Catholics of European 
democratic countries consider Franco 
and Salazar to be a handicap in win- 
ning labor votes. The Catholic po- 
litical international admits non- 
Catholics in order to give the or- 
ganization an_ interdenominational 
aspect, but, as Schweitzer notes in 
America: “Most of the top leaders 

. as well as the great majority of 
rank-and-file members, are Cath- 
olic.” 








NEWS From Far and Near 


(Continued from page 3) 


schools “a type of religious instruction prevailing in many of the European 
schools which would permit the clergy to take over religious instruction in 
the classroom.” “In this connection,” he concluded, “the Jewish community 
of this country stands firmly by its conviction that public education in a 
democracy belongs to all its citizens.” 


4A suit testing the constitutionality of public school Bible- 
reading is expected to be heard by the United States Supreme 
Court during its present sitting. The plaintiffs are two New Jersey 
taxpayers. 


@ Opponents of censorship have been gratified—as well as startled—to 
see Roman Catholic Bishop Michael J. Ready of Columbus, O., adding his 
voice to the outcry against a “gag” rule recently imposed by Ohio State 
University trustees on outside speakers. The “gag” was imposed after 
Columbia University’s Dr. Harold O. Rugg and Dr. Cecil Hinshaw, a Quaker 
of pacifist views, were invited to speak before student groups. Dr. Rugg is 
one of several educators who are the most frequent targets of Catholic as- 
sailants of the public school system. And Bishop Ready is the same prel- 
ate who earlier this year hotly attacked Alex H. Singleton of the Associated 
Press and Cyrus L. Sulzberger of The New York Times after publication of 
their interviews with imprisoned Archbishop Stepinac of Yugoslavia (Church 
and State Newsletter, June, 1951). However, in his present stand Bishop 
Ready indicates that he is disturbed over the unfortunate “atmosphere” 
created at Ohio State because of the “gag” rule. Methodist Bishop Hazen 
G. Werner of Columbus is one of many Protestant leaders fighting the cen- 
sorship move by the university. 


@ Religious liberty guarantees being drawn up for inclusion in 
the new Puerto Rican Constitution are a continuing bone of con- 
tention among Protestant and Catholic leaders. At a recent hear- 
ing, a spokesman for Roman Catholic Bishops James P. Davis of 
San Juan and James E. McManus of Ponce insisted that the govern- 
ment should be permitted to give indirect aids to the church by 
making grants to individuals for transportation, textbooks, medi- 
tines, food, and other expenditures affecting church institutions. 


# Compulsory attendance at Protestant Sunday evening vesper services 
has been discontinued by North Carolina College, a state institution, fol- 
lowing several months of determined protest by Roman Catholic leaders 
in the area, who charged that the practice was an unconstitutional infringe- 
ment of the rights of conscience. (See earlier story in Church and State 
Newsletter, July, 1951.) 
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CLARK APPOINTMENT 


(Continued from page 1) 

ing machine-ridden big cities in the 
approaching hot Presidential race,” 
and a particularly blundering move 
from the standpoint of anti-Commu- 
nism because Communism has flour- 
ished in Catholic-dominated coun- 
tries. Elmer E. Rogers, editorial 
writer for the Scottish Rite News 
Bulletin, said the appointment of an- 
other U. S. representative to the Vat- 
ican would repeat the “ten-year fiasco 
of international intrigue and comic- 
opera diplomacy” which marked the 
mission of Myron C. Taylor in Rome. 

Here and there amidst the ring- 
ing chorus of Protestant condemna- 
tion scattered voices of approval were 
heard. Support for the President’s 
appointment came from The Rev. 
Dr. Charles W. Lowry, rector of All 
Saints’ Episcopal Church, Chevy 
Chase, Md., and Yale Divinity School 
instructors George A. Lindbeck, Wil- 
liam L. Miller, and Claude Welch. 
The jewish leader, Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver, also approved the appoint- 
ment, but Rabbi Bernard J. Bam- 
berger of New York sharply con- 
demned the move, while many Jewish 
laymen recalled the words of Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise in 1949 (shortly be- 
fore his death) when he declared that 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy was 
“unequivocally for war.” 





A flood of letters and telegrams 
is being received by Senators and 
Congressmen protesting against Pres- . 
ident Truman’s appointment- of an 
ambassador to the Vatican. Many 
citizens are forming delegations to 
visit their Senators and Represent- 
atives personally. (General Clark’s 
appointment would require a Con- 
gressional waiver of the 1870 law 
against the holding of civil posts by 
military men.) 
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Believing in the work you are doing | 
enclose $. 





(Make check payable to POAU, 1633 
Mass. Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C.) 


() | wish to become a member ($3 or 
more) 


(_] Please RENEW my Membership. 
(_] This is payment on pledge. 
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He who rides a tiger dare not dismount.—Ancient Proverb 


Americans who believe in church-state separation are demanding Congressional 
rejection of the -President’s nomination: of an ambassador to the Vatican. 
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VATICAN ENVOY ISSUE 
REVIVED IN CANADA 


President Truman’s nomination of | 
an American ambassador to the Vati. 
can has given renewed impetus to the 


forces demanding similar action gg 


the part of the Canadian govern. | 


ment, official sources in Ottawa haye 
indicated. 


years, and Canadian 


mand for equally as long. (RNS) 








It’s ‘Mr. Clark’ 
To Vatican Organ 


Mark W. Clark was referred to as 
“Mr.” rather than “General” Clark 
in the account of his appointment 
printed in the Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano—the obvious 
purpose being to draw a veil over 
the General’s military calling so that 
the war-weary people of Europe will 
not be reminded of the Vatican's 
desire to have United States military 
power at its disposal. In a further 
move to offset Communist propa- 
ganda, the newspaper printed in a 
later issue an editorial by Assistant 
Editor Federico Alessandrini inviting 
Soviet Russia to send an ambassador 
to the Pope. “The Holy See rejects 
nobody,” Alessandrini wrote. 





DR. WILLIAMS URGES 
GRASS ROOTS ACTION 


Constant and unrelenting public 
protest for the next two months 
against the appointment of a U. S$. 
ambassador to the Vatican was ad- 
vocated by Dr. Charl Ormond Wil- 
liams on Reformation Sunday in 
Chicago as she addressed a POAU 
chapter meeting in honor of Martin 
Luther. The crucial battle, she in- 
dicated, will be fought out in the 
Senate of the United States after it 
reconvenes on January 8, and the 
people must make themselves heard 
in commanding tones before that 
date. 

Dr. Garland Evans Hopkins, ass0o- 
ciate editor of The Christian Cem 
tury, introduced the speaker to 4 
capacity audience gathered in the 
headquarters of the Alliance Fran- 
caise. The Rev. Ernest L. Snod- 
grass, pastor of Bethany Union 
Church, gave the invocation. Wi 
interdenominational support has been 
elicited for the chapter. 
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Roman Catholic organi. 
zations and members of Parliament 
have been urging the step for ten 


Protestant 
leaders have been opposing the de. 
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